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§ ‘A very accessible and empathic, and yet accurate, book on Rwanda's tragic
{ twin. Nigel Watt puts people and their experiences and emotions at the
middle of his story.’—Professor Filip Reyntjens, University of Antwerp

‘The painful history of Burundi is so full of suffering, cruelty and emotion

that it is all too possible to lose sight of the courage and fortitude which

were always there amidst the nightmares. Facts and reality are hard to

assemble, but in this comprehensive, honest and always sensitive book, Nigel

Watt has set out to put events in to perspective.’ —Lord Frank Judd, formerly British
Minister of Overseas Development

Little known in the English-speaking world, Burundi is Rwanda’s twin, a small Central African country with a

including mass killings of over 200,000 people. The coun

try remained in a state of simmering civil war until 2004.

Julius Nyerere and Nelson Mandela took turns as mediators in a lengthy, and eventually successful, peace process
which has endowed Burundi with new institutions, including a new constitution, that led to the election of a majority
Hutu government in 2005. But there are many problems still to solve apart from ethnic tensions, above all the en-
trenched poverty of most Burundians, which has seen it designated by NGOs as one of the most deprived countries on
carth. Nigel Watt’s book discusses the troubled political fortunes of this beautiful yet disturbed country in the heart of

Nigel Watt worked in Burundi for several years and was formerly Director of the Africa Centre in London.
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Advance Praise

‘This is a book about reality, an item in very
short supply when people write about African
conflicts. ... Hope based on nice feelings is a
non-starter in the nasty world of Africa’s small
wars. Nigel Watt provides the only picture of
hope which can be realistically contemplated,
that which bases itself on informed and
uncompromising local knowledge. This is a
book which should be read by all humanitar-
ian workers and members of the international
community involved in what are today coyly
called ‘complex emergencies’.

—Gérard Prunier, author of
Darfur: The Ambiguous Genocide and of
From Genocide to Continental War: The
‘Congolese’ Conflict and the Crisis
of Contemporary Africa
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